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THIS is the story of the I

the "dictator" of Siberi
white hope of both the Russi

-aries outside of Russia. In t]
the allied powers he was loo
of' Russia from the hands
almost recognized. by the a
ference.
Then suddenly, after a sel

came his collapse as a milita
by a revolutionary commissic
With the passing of Admiral Kol- 4
chak ended the period of military
dictatorship in Siberia. Siberia was
thrown back into the arms of the
Bolsheviki by the untold repres-
stona and terrorism practiced un-
der the Koichak regme. Here and
there new anarchy broke loose as

F result of the crimes. ot the vari-
ous charlatans and adventurers of
the Semyonoff and Kalmikoff type,
masquerading as Russian patriots.

1M Dotator' by aoup
The story of the end .of Koichak

is intensely dramatic. It sheds new
light on the history of the clunsy
and futile policy of intervention
through which allied military ea-
ports and statesmen have helped to
keep Russia in a state of chaos and
contusion, thus practically bring-
ing on the present tragic plight of
the Russian people, with King Hun.
ger 'stallng me'cllessly over the
great lana so rich In food and
natural resources.
Admiral Kolchak was only a

marionette in the hands of mon-
archist officers and schemer. for
the restoration of the Romanoff
dynasty, a week-willed tool of some
of the allied military representative.
in Siberia. Perhaps well-meaning at
first, eager to eave Russia according
to his own lights, he was a pathetic
little dictator who did not know how
to ,dictate-and he helped to fuln
Russia Instead of eaving her.

I was In Siberia as a war car. ,
reepondent when idnral Kolohak
was made dictator' by a snerio-oei
coup d'etat shortly after the
armistice-on November 18, 1918.
On armistice day I interviewed the
president of the - Directorate,
Nicholas Avientieff, and Vladimir
Zeninoff, a member of the Direotor.
ate, in Omsk. The Directorate was
the government elected by the
people, by the representatives of the
Constituent Assembly who had
gathered in Ufa.

It was Indeed the most repro.
sentative government Russia has yet
had. Though practically all parties
were represented In the government,
most of the cabinet members be-
longd to the soclalist revolutionary
uarty, and the policy of thes govern-
ment *ras liberal, democratic and
anti-Bolshevist. Nevertheless, some
ot the military envoys In Siberia re-
garded the directorate as too radical.
they feared that It was too close to
the BolshevikI In Its synppathies, and
therefore they bent their efforts to
undermine the government's in.
fluence and finally to overthrow It.

British Hand in Plot

General Knox, the military rep-
resentative of Great Britain, and
Admiral Kolchak was his choice for
dictator. The head of the Cuecho-
~Ilovak armies In siberia. the young
General Gaib, wras In sympathy
with Genealn Knx's nia ami su=.
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ported the idea of a military dictator-
ship at first. *

The Cuscho-Slovak council in
Siberia. on the-&h& hand. cri cued
the coup d'etat and pointed out that
Oe evserthrow of the democratic
govesnment by means of violence
and the naming of a dictator weak.
ead rather than strengthened the
anti-Bolsheist front.
The American forces sent to

Siberia remained about 6,9 mIles
away from the front. WhedI cross.
ed Siberia and came to the front, at
Ekaterinburg and Chelyabins, I
found there just one American offi-
cer, Major Slaughter, who was
traveling about as a military ob-
server.
On the ray across Siberia I. saw

many old men, women and children,
starving and freesing refugees, drift-
ing aimlessly, huddled together in
cold and filthy box cars. I saw
many hungry and ragged refugees
living in caves underground, in the
outskirts of, the Siberian capital,
Omsk. I also saw'poorly-clad small
detachments of Italian, French and
British troops here and there, in
Harbin, Manchuria and Omsk, on
their way to the front which was
held at that time by the Czecho-
Blovak troops.
Everywhere I wasn told sbout the

monarchist machinations of the
former Russian officers and various
adventurous self-styled Hetmans.

Shortly before the armisatice Ad-
miral Kolchak, who was then min-
lgter of war in the Siberian gov-
ernment, called on the president
of the directorate,' U. Aintentieff,
and informed him that the Britiush
military jepresentative, General
Knox, had arrived in Omak. He
suggested that President Avxen-
tieff call en the general to pay his
respeots, .adding that the general
ould be very useful to the gov-
ernent.

"I am the president and It seems
to me that it would be no more
than right that the military repro-
metatives accredited to this gv-
ernent should call' on the presi-
dent first," replied M. Axvengieft.
Admiral Kolchak agreed with the

president and said that he would
arrange to have General Knox cal
on M. Aiventieff first.
On the following day -Ge.nsral

Knox called en President Aiven-

I know from an indisgptably an-
thouriative source that, in sub.-
stance, the following conversation
took place between the British
military representative and the
president of the directorate on that

occason:

General Knox said:
"Mr. President, I should like to

know why you ha4be not yet order-

e'r the sihooting of Victor Chlsrnoff."

Victor Chernoff was minister of

agriculture In the Usronsky gv-

earmmat. He wma alae se

I STORYIIX-DAY
Co =t-Re b a geimient
leader of the lft wing "d the $o"
olalist relutinary party.

"I am emmued that yes, shuid
ash .me ..a a quesion ." ow
M. Azvesetef, "Why do yerttMk
I shouM haye er4ered'the ebsting
at Cbernofft
"aaoaue Chernett is undermin.

ing ths =mn l'of the army at to
fest by hie' rgvohuagparygest,
'atins. In time et war- a
who weuM do the thaft Chereeff
is doing weId hate bos aht In
Unngead. And to malaWn mill.
tary iseOpilne you -sMouM have
him shot." declared Geneal Enes

Pienrdta m, .unsral." repls
President Avsentlet. "I must
press my sam=mom sgal. I am
=saeteebed that you shogldeghn
to mne with allow a a papartou-
leirty sinoe I have hetad yell
eapress any crtclmn at the scen.
dalous eenduet of soma het the
monarchist officers who have re-
pestedly and openly manifested their
C'aristie tendencies by singing 'God
save the Csar.' and w$0 are thus
really undermining the mirale of
our army. I understand that you
were present on peveral caoness
when mob Incidents ocourred. and
I have not heard any asmdlaput
from you en that ground.
"May I suggest. general, hat you

Weave the (bhernoff Mpatter to this
government? We will deal with it
as we see fit. This is an Internal
affair, and I understand that the
Allies have given assuranoes that
they have no- intentions of interfer-
ing In any Way with the internal
affairs of RUdia."
The Interview dlosed abruptly.

and General Kndx went away dis-
pleased and angry. "

Czar's Hymn a spark
On November 1$, 191. a short

time after this eenverptione be,
tween President Avnentleff and
General Knox. the government of
the people, the Directorte. was
overthrown. The coup d'etat start.
ed with an epistle which in Itself
seemed trivial, but it reulted in
the overthrow of the governzpent
and the naming of the, dictator.
A detachment of French troops

arrived in Omsk -several. days after
the armistiee. I saw the splendid
reception that was accorded them
upon their arrival. The station was
decorated with Alled flags. A mili-
tary parade teo place and enthusi-
astic speeches of welcome were
made. The Goesack regiment, com-
manded by Colonel KEsilnikov, tife
Cossack chief, met the French
troops at the ralroad station and
the Cossack hurrah. resounded hI,
lariously over the Siberian capital.
The officers of the French de-

tachment were entertained by the
Russian' officers at a banquet the
following evening. The civil au-
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deadlock may occur at
the forthcoming diarmament
confErence of/ the Powers 'in

Washington, due to the demands of
Japan for advantages at Russia's
expense, Is the opinion of John
Spargo, the noted publicist. He de-
clares that the central problem fac-
ing the conference will be'lond to
be not China or Korea, but Siberia.
"Whether Siberia Is to be domi-

nated by the white race or the yel-
low rpce is the great queutioa,"
said Mr. Spargo, "and upon the
answer to that question will de
pend whether civflisation far the
next five centuries Is to be dom-
inated by the white man or the
yellow man.

"It has omee to - be recognised
that nothing in the way of dis-
arnmamient Is possible until the,' Is
an entire -readjustment of affhtre In
the Tar Edat. We have appracheda
pretty class to that definite chal-
lenge between the white and yel-
low races for supremacy which I
have .broadly sketched In my re-
cent bock, 'Rusa as an American
Problem.' Moreover, the fact
wltsoh I emphaisd In my book--
namely,' that the maintenance of
Siberia under non-Asiatic sover-
eignty is fundamental to our
foreign policy-baa now been
recognised and is the pivot of our
entire foreign policy.
"The 'logic ot the situation'

which Is set forth in my book is '

base4 tapon the premise that acs
the pt'srte form of Russia the
two great m~Itant. Powers could

join hands and coutrot / th% re-

eourges .and the fate of something
like 700,004,000 people.'

"Even If we leave oqt of acoount
altogether the' posibilitie. of ponlti-
na1 and ammltar dammimatinm m.u-
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ALXANDER KOLOHA
dramatic rise too power caI
lowing his reign of terror as

therities arranged to give the
French an official reception a day
or two later. At the military ban-
quet in honor of the French offi-
cers were the allied consular and
military representatives. After the
dinner the allied representatives
were called upon to speak.
The Russian toastmaster led the

speeches by an enthusiastic toast in
, praise et Francs and England. The
Allied representatives also lauded
the valor of the French troops,
when suddenly the speeches were

interrupted by the playing of the
old Russian national hymn, "God
Save the Czar."
'The guests beedne cohfused and

embarrassed. Some of the Allied
representatives asked the toast-
master for an etplanation. His
answer was that the incident was of
no political significance and thae
the Czar's hymn was played by thi

SIBERIA Ci
"If Russia Is to ge Dom

Life by Germany in th
the East and Especiall
Political Control Over
Not Be Safe for D
Spargo, Noted Publicli

ala by these twro nation., an alliance
-doneinating Easter'Europe and the
whole of Asia, we must face the
possibility of an economic alliance.
It would be a perfectly natural
arrangement for these -two namtons
to unite upon an economic ponicy
which would igive to Germany the
economic control of European Rus-
sia and to Japan-the economic con-
trol ot Asiatic Russia.

PRUSSIA OF THE FAR EAWN.
'erhe story of, Japan. aggreson

in China ahowe how fufly she has
mared the title of 'the Prussia of the
Far East.' Taking advantage of the
world war and the preoccupation and
peril'of her allies, ahe used the meet
unscrupulous means of advancing
her own ImperialistIc aim to estah-
lish her hegemony In 4sla. She has
succeeded to a degree which brings
the world face to fabe with a new
peril, Pan-Nipponism, which is, po-
tentlee at any rate, far~more dan-
gereus to the whole civilised world
than Its prototype, Pan-Germanism,
ever was.
"That .lapan is fully alive to the

great opportunities for expansion in
Siberia is quite cirtain. To add
Southeastern Siberia to her empire
would be a tremendous etep toward
,the fulfillennt of her progratm of im-
perialist, expansion, and at the se
time a great c'heck to the apread
of European influence in Asia. It
would, moreover, enable Japan te

-THAT.
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1, dictator of Siberia, whose
minated in his execution fol-
nong the peasants of Russia,

band In all probaility because
there was no new popular national
hy'mn as yet.
But after a brief pause the band

resumed playing thq Czar's hymn.
repeating it six or seven times.
The Szecho-Slovak representative,
Captain Koshek, rose and said that
as the representative of a demo.
cratic army be could not remain at
the banquet any longer. He Whlked
out demonstratively. Then some of
the Allied Consuls also left the hall.
Finally, even the French officers
walked out, as by that time the af-
fair ,assumed the character of a
scandal.
Later it was learned that Colonel

Krasllnikov. the Cossack chief, and
several of his officers, had forced
the band to play "God Save the
Czar" at the point of their re-
volvers. The' musicians, pale and
trembling, kept their eyes, on the

)NFERENCEnated in Her Economic
e West and by Japan in-
y if Japan Is to Exercise
Siberia, the World Will
emocracy," Says John
It.

troops by way of the Pacific to join
with the forces of any other nation
or nations."

Mr. Spargo points out that both
the Germans and Japanese who have
emigrated to Biberia have been
quick to perceive and seie upon the
economic admantages so numerous
in this great land of unexploited
treasure. It is Eastern Siberia, he
says, which Japan wants to domi-
,nate and eetrol chiefly for political
considerations, which are -subtly in-
terweren with her Imperialtict poll.
e and which form an imp~rtant

part ot her gltary prery
-on the seers of the contiguity of

our own territory,"-he declares, "we
have a very defgte interest in pre-
venting the occupation of Eastern
Siberia by Japan, the one military
power whose foreign follcy is gen-
erally oonceded to hold important
elements ot danger for us. It Is no
answer to this argument to tell us
that Japan's occupation of IpasternSiberia would be temporary, or that
it would be pacific and involve no
military aim or effort. Japan has
never gives up any territory she has
once eocupied. If she 'surrenders'
Shantung the surrendor will be r
formna merely; she has already cleal-
ly manlfstiher Intention to keep
the oyster ~wen she returns the
shell. We remember Korea.
OUR INI'EREWT IN SIBERIA.
"In addition to this purely selfish

national interest, the United Btates
has another and larger interest in
preserving Siberia's integrity and
freedom fromn Japanese domination.
it is by no means certain as yet
that Germany has undergone any
reel reform: that she has perma.

LJLTED. I

. they pI . s. i.
sana atseral him.'
Om the ft wing th

AMe .o..u.r epeseais hald
a herried eemerene, ad, wlthevt

- nnnnicating their govern-
mente, sent an 'atua to the
Directorate. They nde an e=-
planation of the Incident within
twegy-four hours. This preclp.
tated the crisis.
* The Directorate emied a speti-
eensferece for the piurpose ot es-
diering the inciheat and the A"ied
demand. It was decided to plafe
-under arrest Colonel Krasintlk
and the officers involved in the
seaus!ta pad to have the court.

artiged.. The order was !gamed
for their arrest Mi ItM at the
close et the
But Colsnel KErsndlst and the

Ireactioniry -etnoeers were prepared
for the overthrew of the govern-
mant. That night grey surrounded
the house of the president of the
Direetorate, where members of the
government were in cferencs, and
placed the head of the government
and his ..oelates under arrest.
They forced the members of the Di-
rectorate into motor eas, led them
away under maitry convoy and im-
prisoned than.
Before dawn several anshbers of

the government hostile to the Di-
rectorate met. and Kochak was
named dictator.
The members of the Directorate

were soon released on the condition
that they leave Siberia immedately.
They were sent to Manchuria in a

special train, under British guard,
and were compelled to sign a paper
to the effect that they would not
engage in any agitatiom against the
Kolchpk government,
l'mmedlately after the members

of the Directorate had been banished
,a farcical trial war"faged by ECd-
chak. The pfficers whp had arrested
the members of the government
were assured immunity. All sorts
of absurd charges were invented
agnst Avsenteiff and Zenliarf in
their absence. They were accused
of having been In oinspbuq with
the Bolshevlki. of having received
200,000.000 rubles from the Bolshe-
viki for propagapda, of having
plotted to betray the army to the
Bolsbeviki. The trial, of course.
ended in clearing the monarchist
officers and in a violent denuncia-
tion of the members of the deposed
Directorate.

General Gabll, head at the Ceco-
Slovak army In Ekaternburg, at his
headquarters located In the Teps.
tyeff house where the Camr was kil-
ed, told me that he was In favor of
Koichak because he was convinced
that only a military dictatorship
could save Russia. But the iseeho-
Slovak Council on that same day
issued a statement denouncing the
overthrow of the Directorate by vi-

.PROBLEM
militarist spirit whic made her a
menos to the whole civilised world.
Even if she does not return to
monarchism-which is not yet as-
sured-as a capitalIst-militarist re-
public she can be as aggreesively
imperialistic as she was under the
Hohensollerns.

"It requires no great tnematis.
to see that with Germany. in eemtrel
of the economic life of Rusi in BE-
rope, and poesibly even of western
Siberia, and Japan In control of the
rest of Siberia, the result would be
a menace to every democrmaiay
governed nation In the world.
"Of course, the oamsbsaaa ot

Germany and Japian with Russia
governed by a reactionary monarchy'
would be still more fernaldable and
dangerous; but even If Russia dess
not falfragata under the rule of the
reactinmry smnrehisltsad nma.
ae i establish a# -ak1 a
liberal geverumest, if her ecssei
life Is to be d..m.ma by Gersay
In the wyst and by depsa to the
east, and espeulafly If desina i s
enercise sesioal ce ever the
richest part of Sherta, the weri
will not he'safe for damsq hre
a long ths to corn.. There will
be In effeqts two great leagues ot
natione, the league of democratic na-
tiene against a stronger lyg eto
aggressive military ntisme. If
Japan is permitted to eoatsel
Siberia, or if Russia is to be held
In the releatlees grip of a German-
Japanese combination, the alms for
the attainment of which we entered
the great war ill have been de-
feated.

"The Prusaia of the .est is net
lead to be feared than her western
prototype; her passion for aggran-
disement is no less a menace to
peaceful freedom-loving peoples. A
union of the two Prusslas e~
a serious setback to civilisation. e
ImperialIstic scheme of a political
and economic union of these two
great military powers, using Russia
as a bridge tolink Berlin to Tokyo,
Is more dangerous than the eld
menace of an empire stretching
from the North Sea to the Persian
Gulf. Just as Pan-AsIanlmn is mere
isan..ena tha Pa.ern
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Men and Women Were F
While Allied Statesma

i imon for the "White
fenders Were Pt to l
mendous Scope That I
rik Far Less Than1
Who Threw Swords h

lance, pinting out that such a mer-
would surely shake the confidenoe
of the peole is represenatve g
ernment and would deal a fatal ble
to the army at the front.
The members of the Constituent

Assembly were at first arrested, and
there were rumors that they were
to be shot. After a provokative %x-
plosion of a bomb, the Palat Royal
in Ehatertaburg,. where Chernof
and other members of the Constitu-
ent Assenly were staying, was sur-
rounded by troops and Chernoff and
some of .his asso.ates were sap-
tured. They were secretly removed
in a special car to Chelyabinsk.

Their fate would have' been seal.
ed but for the Csecho-Slovak Coun-
ell, who gave them protection.
Chernoff afterward succeeded in

crossing the front and reaching
Moseew. some of the others. es-

caped in disguise and went to
Paris. A number of the members
of the Constituent Assembly who
remained in Siberia were afterward
brutally murdered by Keinhak's
subordinates.

boot two weeks after the eol-
chak coup d'etat I returned to
Omsk and tried to interview the
new dictator. His adjutant said
that the admiral was extrenely
busy, and that I would have to
wait at least three or four days
before I could meet him. I ask-
ed the adjutant to tell Admiral
Koichak that I wanted the inter-
view before 4 o'clock that day, and
that unless I had the interview by
that time I would not be Inter-
ested-In it. The adjutant soon re-
turned saying that the admiral
would receive me at once.

I~ier~ogg Wlaha I
I asked hbim many questions

which he .answered quite fienkly.
He made the Impresion of a sym-
pathetic but rather weak-willed
man. He endeavored to convince
me that he was democrati. He
said that he considered himself
only a temporary dictator, that
his real aim was to lead the Bus-
fan people, to a Constituent As-
emmy, which would then deide
what form of government was best
for nusia. He emphaseed that
he was not a monarchist.
He said ,tat the direoterate had

been too radical and en too frien&
ly terms with the BolshevikL He
admitted to me that It would be a

calamity If the Coeche-Blovaks de-
olmed to leave the front at that
time, Be alse declared that with-
out allied aid in the form ef war
supplies, clothing and shoes, his
armies would be un~e to cope
with the Bolahevlst forces. I ask-

"Then you are not in a stronger
position than the everthrows dires-
teste was?"

"I am anyt," he answeed, "but
with allied oooperation we could
reor lethe army and "within
t&ee months the Russian forces
alone could defeat the Bolshevlki."
The events that followed duging

the sext few months threw even
the ati-Doldsevist elemnents is
Siberta late the minks of the Del-
sheviki. A reign et terrer pre-
veiled. Bmebrs ot the Consti-
tueng A...mbly were murdered is
cold bleed. Village. were leoted,
-nae and devastated by Eol-

chak's officers. Men and wopiem
were flogged in the market places.

Wholesale executions becames a
common occurrencs. All this was
going on while allied sta*e=me and
mulitary experts sought oarrla re-
ognition for the Koichak goerin-
meat, en the ground that Iwaanhak
was thd "White Hope" et Rueda.
These atrocities, enmmted by

Kainhak's md'n, naturally furnished
the Seviet government with a plaus-
ible justifleation that it was waging
war en the Kolohkh. governmsent
whish was working for the restore,
tion ot a monarchy In Russia. This
served to strengthen the Uolsheviki.
Even the ati-Bolshevist forces
witihin Ruda came to their aMd
against the monarchist aggressors,
for the Russian people~t~ the
monarchists even moere thy
fered the 3eisev1
The bna aensaua af s mems

TOR
ECUTION
)OTED,BY
OFFICERS
OF TERROR
leggd iI Matct liaccs

iJought Official Rccog-
HEm" of Russla-Of-
beath s Such a Tre-
casants frcd hk-
hey Did "Mmrchsts"
ito Scales of Justice.
regme came in the .....a. ,
1920. The dictator fled with a now
her f'members et his staf.
On Jeanuay 15. at sheet I eiduba

In the evening, clebah and his stf
were arrested at the railroad station
of Irkutsk by a special revolutionary
commesin.
The omeomiom arrived in ato.

me'bie pt the shore et the Aages
river and eremed the 06emn rier
on foot. On the other side was te
Kolehak train. consisting of three
special oars and a refrigeratoer. The
oemimion was met by the (beeh
commandant at the trai. Bereeite.
who conducted them to the car e.
cupled by Admiral Wohchah aid ee
offlceaw who accompanied hie. The
Cech commandant briefly and
calmly informed Admiral Koashak
that this comanmaia represented
the Revolutionary Political Center.
Kalohak became greatly oatngsed.

and was ill at ease for awhile.

I alm at Hs Tiaa
Then. realising that the last net

et his political career had arrived.
he mastered himself quickly sa re-
mained calm throughout the paled
of his trial, and during his emeee-
Lion. The commissie entered the
nezt car where they found the
premier of the woichak governmnt.
Pepelyayer was morese and utty
defected.
Soon the reveintienary ommi

sien ordered the troops to giard the
train. A company of workmen and
peasants surrounded the train
quietly and in orderly fe.lo. Ad.
miral Kolchak and Premier Pepsi-
yayev were taked to the statis,
where they were subjected to a
thorough search. While Ealchak
was being searched, a woman named
Anna Timirova appeared and ffered
to share olohak's t. begging
for permission to follow him to pris-
on. The woman was alse phaed te-
der arrest.
The commander of the national

revelutionary army. Nesterev. save
the order, and surrounded by a de-
eo-met ot revolutionary treepe,
Kelohak. Pepelyayev and Anna
Tmreva, started their march amses
the icebound Angers river. The s.
markable p-enmstan moved 16sty
along the narrow path over the lre.
There was the amandoned dictator
who had suffered a oemple. faseo.
the man who but yesterday was
ealed the "Supresme 'tuler of Rus-
sia." now a prisoner, and beside him
walked thie representatives of Ru.-
elaimm- c.

Ta the frosty' air ot a it
winter midnight the pathetio figures
of Kelchak and him associates ap-
peared as symbol, of the crumbled
reatnary adventure that left be-
hind a terrible trail of bisoimbed.
Os the other side of the river ato-

mnobile were waiting for the priso-

mra. The dictator and him premier
we placed In separate ells. The
heavy deere of the Kolchak beU
ulosed behind him shortly after mid-

night.

The ese opened ten times.sinc
thm inie they we -pne

brtng the ntne days of the revela.-

tionsary tril. The tenth time they
we opened when Kosaohak was
talken out and shot, og February 7,
19s2.

.

The dramatio story et the last sin
bype ot the Esak. trial, during

ab he gave his testimony betere

the revolutionary tribunal, defend-

Ing himself and him reghme, revealing

tho part played by the Allies in the

Biberian intervention. b eentmtaed

L the stenographio report which was
meourd for The Washingtn Times

by Earl von Wiegand, the New Terk

Asmericaa's correspondent in BaWm.
promn Cheeblovak officers and the

2soh stemographer who wns pres.
*at at the trial, and who ameoseded

a maiag eut ot liberia a traa-
script et the remarahM i mms.

The fenlewing articles wil etain
Lddml wdah~maen dromatte

story of his ris sa ha, s given
sy himn in his swes testimny honoe
he tev-olutlonary tribunal tn Irkutsk
several days before him exnecution.
[The second shiels of Mr. bra

disn's fasmsang deer wE be gu.


